
Fort Wetherill, jamestown • May 1st brought divers 
and non divers alike to Jamestown for a most wel-
comed warm spring day.  Quite a few divers from all 
over New England were diving that day.
	S ome divers were continuing to dive as they 
have all year, while others just  checking out their 
equipment to make sure it is all working properly. As 
we all know, it is vital to keep gear maintained for 
safe diving.
	O ur chef Bill T., invited many divers to join us 
for lunch. We ended up meeting  some really nice 
people to start this season off and hope to see them 
at our future events and/or meetings. 
	T hanks Bill for setting everything up, preparing 
the delicious meal, and serving all with a smile.  Hey, 
we may have a new “ambassador” in our club! 

	 Connie

Tune-Up 
Dive

Everyone went in and 
everyone came out...  
but not together.
By Connie Rogers

More images on the back cover.
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Winter Dive Club

On Saturday evening, April 30, 2011, 10 divers from the Winter Dive Club and their 
significant others enjoyed a delicious meal at the Asia Grille in Lincoln, Rhode 
Island.  A total of 17 people ate, drank, and were merry.  The benefits of diving in 
New England in the winter, this winter in particular, were tossed about the table.  
They included, frostbite, intense cardio exercise from running from the water to the 
car/truck, and shrinkage!! ( It’s a Seinfeld joke.)  

Patti Turner

Done!



The purpose of  

the Old Colony  

Amphibians is to  

further the sport  

of skin and scuba  

diving for the  

enjoyment of its 

members while  

at the same  

time promoting  

safety and  

sportsmanship.

O.C.A. meetings are held every  
Thursday evening at 7:00 pm. Check 
the web site below for the location 
of the next meeting. Winter meetings 
are held the first and third Thurs. 
of the month from November 1 thru 
March 31.

We welcome your articles, notes, 
cartoons and photos for upcoming 
issues. Feel free to forward them to:

Old Colony Amphibians
P.O. Box 3742
Attleboro, MA 02703

or: bill@lanedesign.com

www.ocascuba.org
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prez 
box

A long time expression in this club 
heard over the years is,  “If you 
hang around long enough you’ll 
be elected to something”. Well, 
I guess I’ve been around long 
enough!  
        It is an honor to be presi-
dent of this club that has been in 
existence since 1959.  I thoroughly 
appreciate the support given and 
look forward to serving the OCA. 
Our gratitude to the founding 
members who have had many  
experiences they are willing to 
share. We hope to see you at our 
events this season. 
	 Spring has begun, techni-
cally, but according to Mother 
Nature, she doesn’t appear to be 
done with us yet. Enough with the 
snow already! Time to get in the 
water and explore the impact this 
winter has had on the underwater 
world.  We know it has 
taken its toll on 
the roads, our 
cars, and us! 
          
For 
those 
in 
the Winter 
Dive Club, 
who dove 
through 
this entire  
brutal 
winter, 
congratu-

lations!   How in the world did you 
do it? Perhaps a better question is 
why? While most of us were shov-
eling and shoveling some more,  
(or perhaps just enjoying some 
hot chocolate indoors keeping 
cozy and warm) you hearty souls 
were in the water “exploring” 
how long you could stay in! You 
should be pretty much thawed out 
by now! Enjoy the celebration and 
congratulations on your freezing 
achievement!   
      For those members staying in 
warmer climates throughout the 
winter, we know you enjoyed the 
snow most of all!  (from afar)
        Despite it all, we have much to 
look forward to, diving here in New 
England. Hopefully, Mother Nature 
will gift us with good weather for 
many dives. (especially the Friday 
night dives and then of course, 
what would the night be without 
the hot dogs...?)
       Be sure to check out the 
schedule for diving and other 
events planned for this year.  This 
is certain to be an exciting and 
enjoyable dive season. To start off 
we have our Tune Up Dive on May 
1st, and it will be here before you 
know it!  Make sure your gear has 
been serviced and is ready to go. 

Safety is always first.
           For all of us looking 

for bugs, remember all 
those shorts have grown 
another season!  That 

means many more are 
of legal size now 
and are among all 

those that have 
eluded us (me) 

in the past.  

Perhaps this year...
         For those hoping for the larg-
est fish and /or lobster game on!  
Good luck and happy hunting to 
you!  
      We are well under way with 
events that have already taken 
place.  The Boston Scuba Show 
Feb 26th, The Sea Rovers March 
5th and of course the RISAA 
Show the weekend of March 12th. 
Thanks to the dedicated members 
who volunteered their time to man 
our booth.  You make a wonderful 
difference!
      Also, a great thanks to our cap-
tains who are willing to share their 
boats, talents, and  time. Let’s 
remember to show them our sin-
cere appreciation this year. We are 
indeed fortunate to have so many 
talented and generous individuals 
among us.  
	 A very special thank you to 
the founding members of the club, 
if it weren’t for you, we wouldn’t 
exist today. You were the pioneers 
that lead us here. Please join us 
for any events you can this year, 
we would love to see you!
    This club has been in existence 
longer than many and has thrived 
due to its membership. Congrats 
to you, who make this club what it 
is, a community of divers sharing 
experiences and many tales – tall 
and otherwise. 
      In this same spirit, let us con-
tinue to grow, learn, and have fun!  
As in our Mission Statement: ...“at 
the same time promoting safety 
and sportsmanship.” 
        We welcome new divers, new 
adventures, and as always, a safe 
dive season. 

Never stop exploring. 

Connie

by Connie Rogers

OCA CALENDAR 
may11

19	 OCA Meeting, 7:00 pm, Kalipso Dive Shop, Smithfield, RI

20	 Friday Night Dive, Allen’s Harbor, TBD

26	 OCA Meeting, 7:00 pm, Midas Muffler, South Attleboro, MA

june11

2	 OCA Meeting, 7:00 pm, Midas Muffler, South Attleboro, MA

3	 Friday Night Dive, Fort Wetherill, 7:30 pm

9	 OCA Meeting, 7:00 pm, Midas Muffler, South Attleboro, MA

12	 Lobster Dive, Plymouth/Marshfield, Bill Lane/Bill Turner 
8:00 am

16	 OCA Meeting, 7:00 pm, Kalipso Dive Shop, Smithfield, RI 

17	 Friday Night Dive, Fort Wetherill, 7:30 pm

23	 OCA Summer Dinner Meeting, Eastside Checker Club,  
Pawtucket, Ray Baril, 6:30 pm cocktails

24	 Friday Night Dive, Allen’s Harbor, 7:30 pm

26	 Scallop Dive, Salem, TBD	

30	 OCA Meeting, 7:00 pm, Midas Muffler, South Attleboro, MA

july11

1	 Friday Night Dive, Fort Wetherill, 7:30 pm

7	 OCA Meeting, 7:00 pm, Midas Muffler, South Attleboro, MA

8	 Friday Night Dive, Fort Wetherill, 7:30 pm

10	 BOD shore dive, TBD, Board of Directors

13	 Wednesday “Hooky” Dive, Connie Rogers, TBD

14	 OCA Meeting, 7:00 pm, Midas Muffler,  
South Attleboro, MA

15	 Friday Night Dive, Fort Wetherill, 7:30 pm

17	 Lobster Dive, Plymouth/Marshfield, Bill Lane/Bill Turner	
8:00 am

21	 OCA Meeting, 7:00 pm, Kalipso Dive Shop, Smithfield, RI 

22	 Friday Night Dive, Fort Wetherill, 7:30 pm

28	 OCA Meeting, 7:00 pm, Midas Muffler, South Attleboro, MA

29	 Friday Night Dive, Allen’s Harbor, 7:30 pm

30-31		 Winter Is Weekend, Salem MA, Eric/Bill T

Continued on page 6.

A deep-water primer.
By Henry Cugno

©2011 Janet MacCausland.

Castle Hill in Newport is one of the most popular 
night dives on the schedule. Maybe that’s why we 
dive it so many times during the season. It is my 
favorite dive so here’s a preview for any of you who 
have never done it before and are thinking about div-
ing it this year.
	 First, this is an advanced dive. Mainly, because 
of the current, location and the fact that it’s a night 
dive. You can also go as deep as you want but you 
don’t have to in order to enjoy the dive. If you have 
never done this dive before, you need to buddy up 
with someone who has no matter what your certifica-
tion level.
	T he dive starts with the assembly of boats and 
divers at Fort Wetherill in Jamestown. This happens 
around 7pm. There’s the usual OCA greeting and dis-
cussion about the dive while we’re waiting for strag-
glers to show up. This is a good time to go through 
your gear while there’s still some sunlight. You’ll 
want to bring a good dive light and a backup light. A 
bag for lobsters is also a must have, but don’t forget 
your lobster license. RI DEM frequent the parking lot 
and often check for licenses and short lobsters. An-
other thing that is done when you night dive on live-
a-boards that we should do is to bring a light stick 
or strobe for the top of your tank. It’s a good safety 
measure that we somehow never remember to do. I 
can think of more than one instance where we’ve had 
to fish someone out that got caught in the current 
and it’s much easier to see the diver when they have 
a light on their tank.
	N ext, make sure you help the captain launch 
the boat. The ramp can be tricky to navigate depend-
ing on the size of boat and condition of the ramp. We 
mostly dive inflatables here but we also see some of 
the larger dive boats show up on many occasions. 

Castle Hill 101
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Foggy Mask 
Awards
Janet MacCausland - “Boat? Shore? Fins? ...what?” 

Award

Ed Fava - “Stolen Dive Equipment Sleuth” Award

Joel Deschamps - “Frugal Boater” Award

Jim Cherubini - “Help! I’ve drifted away and can’t 
get back.” Award

Jim Brady - “Not losing anything!” Award

Connie Rogers - “Forgetting Something?”

Ed Packhem - “Mystery Juice” Award

Max Arias - “Don’t talk to strangers” Award

Randy Shore - “The world’s biggest BCD” Award

Louis Pitas - “Right night, wrong party” Award

Bill Weedon - “Zip up my drysuit or I kill you, Chris!” 
Award

Andrzej Kurowski - Serving up some fine lookin’ 
“sea gull.” Family Day Award

Henry Cugno - “Master Moderator of Miscellany” 
Award

east Greenwich, RI · The annual  OCA banquet was held on  January 29, 2011 at 
the Chelos on the Waterfront location.  The date was carefully chosen as to not 
interfere with the NFL Playoffs and Super Bowl. Although many venues were con-
sidered,  Chelo’s , once again fit the bill.
	 It was a fun filled evening with music, by Ron Procopio on the keyboard, 
and Sandi Martineau on the violin before dinner.
	 The  Foggy Mask awards were entertaining, as always. Now we all know we 
want people to quickly forget our blunders, but no such luck! In this club, we say 
even if it didn’t happen,  we can create a Foggy Mask  for you, but unfortunately 
this stuff really does happen! The situation is of course, usually no laughing 
matter at the time. However, by January  we can laugh at our own silly mistakes 
like forgetting a valuable and necessary piece of equipment for a dive – perhaps  
a regulator, or having a FULL tank of air (of all things!) Of course there are those 
who never seem to get a Foggy Mask, well perhaps your time will come!
	 This event helps us come together to enjoy good food, good company, and 
much laughter as the new year begins. Our celebration comes at a time when our 
gear is stored away or being serviced, and we talk about diving, whether it be 
what we have done, or what we hope to do in the upcoming seasons.
	 As always, there are those wonderful warm water divers who like to come 
and tell us their tales of the experience of their version of “winter diving.”
	 No matter where or when the banquet takes place in the future, I am sure 
the genuine camaraderie within our club will continue to keep us laughing and 
telling tales for a long time to come.
	 Keep in mind as the upcoming season begins, artifacts are needed and as 
always offer some interesting stories at the banquet. Keep your eyes peeled for 
that fun item you might want to enter!  (this does not include your buddy.)
	 I won’t  forget the giant “gavel” presented to me during the banquet.  No 
doubt the largest one used for our club!  Sure could come in handy one of these 
days, perhaps someone needs an anchor!

	 Member of the Year went to Jim Brady for his tireless support 
and enthusiasm. New Member of the Year  went to Randy Shore 
for his “sink-your-teeth-into-the-club” spirit. 
	 We gave out two Special Awards this year: “OCA ‘10 Perfect At-
tendance” went to Randy Shore. “First Mate” award went to Gail 

Brady for always being supportive of our club events and meetings.
	 Also, a Lifetime Membership Award was given to Ed Packhem for his years 
of dedicated club involvement.
	 Other awards include:
• Biggest Massachusetts fish went to no one
• Biggest Rhode Island Fish went to Jim Cherubini
• Biggest Massachusetts “Outer Cape”Lobster went to Steve Gonsalves
• Biggest Massachusetts “Inner Cape”Lobster went to Bill Lane
• Biggest Rhode Island Lobster went to 
Andrzej Kurowski
• Artifact of the Year went to Karen  
Stanford
• All Photos awards went to Janet  
MacCausland
     Thanks for all who were able to come and 
enjoy the evening.
	 Connie

OCA  
Annual 

Banquet



Provincetown, MA • On May 13, 2011 sixteen OCA divers 
and their families converged on Horizons Beach Resort for 
our annual Spring P-Town weekend dive and barbeque. 
The weather cooperated Saturday, with calm seas but cold 
waters. Bugs were caught and whales were spotted, and 
most of the participants did two dives.  It was a good op-
portunity to work out some of the kinks in the equipment 
and in the boats!!
	 While the divers were diving, others of us went shop-
ping, and to our delight, most of the shops were open. 
(We were a week earlier than usual this year due to a 
scheduling conflict with the dive chairman.) The shoppers 
enjoyed lunch at the Burger Queen, where the employees 
donned food-themed hats and were very friendly. The lob-
ster rolls were delicious and we enjoyed the casual, picnic 
table ambiance.
	 On a sad note, a long-time favorite of P-Town, Ellie, 
who died recently, was memorialized Saturday.  Ellie was 
“living his dream,” singing Sinatra tunes in front of Town 
Hall and we would stop and listen to him/her whenever we 
were in town.  He was 72 yrs. old, but he had great-looking 
legs, which he showed off in a short skirt and heels when 
performing.  Bye bye Ellie,  we’ll miss seeing you!
	 The evening barbeque required some MacGyver-ish 
maneuvers, since Bill T. forgot the grates for the grill in his 
excitement to get to P-Town!!  So Jay discovered that a bit 
of aluminum foil on the oven racks from our rooms would 
allow him to cook the steak and chicken on the grill. It also 
made it easier for the numerous kids on hand to make 
s’mores themselves. All’s well that ends well! (pardon 
me Mr. Shakespeare) There was plenty of food and Dr. 
McGillicuddy made his annual visit for those who were still 
feeling the cold from earlier dives.
	 Special thanks to Nancy Alphonse for her invaluable 
assistance in putting together the evening feast and clean-
ing up the mess afterwards. The evening ended with a 
small bonfire, which kept away the chill and the bugs - the 
gnat kind, and the party was over before 10 pm.  Gone are 
the days when we’d all head into town to catch a show or 
do some extra shopping!!  Now it’s early to bed to be early 
to rise, for one or two last dives before heading back over 
the bridge. 
	 Looking forward to Fall P-Town weekend.  The water 
will be warmer and maybe the bugs, the lobster kind, will 
be more plentiful.. Hope to see you there!!
	 Patti Turner

Continued from page 3.

Spring  
P-Town 
Report
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Ian scouting a spot  
at Castle Hill Light,  

circa 2002.

Cold water and  
lots of improvising. 
By Patti Turner

The ride over to Castle Hill is a short one. We cross the 
East Passage in about five minutes and can anchor in 
one of two places. For this article, we’ll anchor in the 
north cove between the light house and the cove that 
leads to the Coast Guard station. You’ll be in water 
that ranges from 15 to 25 feet deep. The other place 
is a spot just south of the light house where there is a 
sandy bottom. I prefer the north cove because it’s out 
of any current and sheltered from boat traffic.
	 Ideally, from the north cove, the dive should 
start at slack tide and current and finish with the cur-
rent starting to come in. This way, if you get caught up 
in the current, your at least heading in the right direc-
tion at the end of the dive because you’ll be heading 
south at the beginning of the dive. Wait until it gets 
dark – the lobsters will venture further from their 
holes to feed in the dark and will be easier to catch. 
Also, the darker it is, the more effective your dive light 
will be to reveal the true colors of the structure you’ll 
be diving on.
	 Take a compass heading before you get in the 
water. If you do things right, you won’t have to pop up 
to find your way back to the boat. Flip over when the 
time is right and go right to the bottom. Depending 
on where you’ve anchored, the bottom will be either 
sandy, sandy with some seaweed or sandy with some 
rocky formations. If you’ve read your compass right, 
you need to head east and as you go you’ll notice that 
the depth will increase. Chances are the water clarity 
will increase as well and by the time you reach 40 feet, 
you’ll most likely see the edge of Castle Hill where the 
cliff drops off to as deep as you want to go.
	 At this point you want to start heading south so 
that the wall is on your left and the deep on your right. 
You may notice a current but if we’ve planned the dive 
right it shouldn’t be strong. When you start looking for 
lobsters, you’ll see the true colors of Castle Hill and 
plenty of sea life. Skates, fluke, eels, sculpin, rays, 
tautog, stripers, squid, sponges, silversides, anemo-
nes, crab, shrimp and more. This is why, if I don’t get 
any lobsters, I still love this dive. Search the depth to 

find the 
lobster. 
It doesn’t 
always 
happen 
this way 
but when 
you find 
the first 
keeper, 
keep 
moving 
along at 
that depth 
and you 
may just 
find more. 

If not, vary your depth but keep a sharp eye on your 
pressure gauge and computer because the beauty of 
this place can make you loose track of time. Enjoy all 
there is to see and when you get down to half your 
air supply, just turn around so that the wall is on your 

right as you return to the boat. Decrease your depth 
gradually as you return. Again, if we’ve timed the 
dive right, there should be a current heading in that 
you can ride back to the north cove. You’ll most likely 
recognize the edge of the cliff that forms the edge of 
the cove at around 40 feet. If you’ve tried to enter the 
cove before the edge, you’ve most likely wound up on 
the surface because there’s no place else to go. On 
a flat night, that’s not a problem but if there’s a little 
chop, the rocks that form the edge between land and 
water become a hazard. If your depth is less than 20 
feet and you haven’t hit any flat spots yet, don’t keep 
going up. Stay at depth and continue to follow the wall 
on your right until you reach the edge. This will keep 
you off the rocks.
	 Once you reach the edge of the cliff and go over 
it into shallow water, you’ll notice the current de-
crease. You’re in the lee of Castle Hill and the bottom 
will be sandy, sandy with seaweed or sandy with rocks 
– just like you started. This is the only dive I know 
where there is plenty to do on your safety stop. First, if 
you’ve gradually come up along your return trip, that 
counts for a significant part of your safety stop. Sec-
ond, while you’re in that 15 to 25 foot deep water, you 
can still look around for lobsters. I can’t tell you how 
many times I’ve found keepers here. If you’re in that 
depth, in that bottom and there’s no current, chances 
are you’re not far from the boat. Rise slowly and you’ll 
probably see the lights from Shamrock Cliff or if you’re 
real good, the lights from the boat near by.
	 By now, the band has started to play at Sham-
rock Cliff and you’ll have live music for the short swim 
to the boat. Every now and then, there will even be 
some fire works going off to celebrate the full bag of 
lobsters that you’ve surfaced with.
	 What I’ve just described is the perfect dive at 
Castle Hill. If the conditions are right, this is really the 
way it is. Just keep in mind that this is an advanced 
dive and you should make the appropriate decisions 
according to the conditions. For instance, sometimes 
the conditions aren’t perfect or we’ve made an error 
in interpreting the tide and/or current information. 
It happens. Dive the conditions that you encounter 
not the conditions that you think should be in place. 
There have been many instances where I’ve jumped 
in, made it to depth only to discover that the current is 
a bit stronger than anticipated or that it’s going in the 
wrong direction. Use your head and your dive training. 
You may still be able to enjoy this dive, just dive the 
conditions.
	 This is a great night dive and as I said, it’s my 
favorite dive, period. It’s also a great spear fishing 
location and we’ve used it as a back up location when 
conditions have blown us out of our first choice. It 
usually produces targets for our spear guns. Just 
be careful during the day because the boat traffic is 
pretty heavy.
	 This dive is on the schedule and more than once. 
I don’t usually miss this dive so I’ll probably see you 
there. We usually have a little cook out afterwards in 
the parking lot at Fort Wetherill. Hot dogs, sauerkraut, 
and don’t forget to chop those onions just right!
	 Henry



Saint John, usvi • 5:30 o’early in the morning of Sunday, December 26th, the snow 
had begun to fall.  Bill, Chris, their families and a couple friends boarded a shuttle 
with their 20 bags of luggage, scuba & snorkel gear for St. John, USVI for our 2010 
winter vacation. That Sunday as we boarded for the 9:45am flight, I watched in 
horror as the 757 was de-iced multiple times, with multiple cleaning agents. Fifteen 
minutes late, we departed Boston Logan on one of the last flights to leave with 
the imminent blizzard of 2010 taking aim on the Northeast. The ten of us rented a 
5-bedroom villa in Chocolate Hole, located on the eastern shoreline of Great Cruz 
Bay, near the St. John Westin Resort.
	 Prior to departing, Bill and I arranged and packaged a 3-day, 6-tank dive with 
our favorite dive outfit - Low Key Watersports - a professional PADI Dive Center 
located a few steps from the main ferry dock in Cruz Bay, St. John. Tuesday, Decem-
ber 28th, Bill, I and other vacationers dove Tektite and Leaf.  Tektite and Leaf are lo-
cated on the western side of St. John, promise great diving and locals confirm, “the 
best snorkeling” can be found here. If you’re willing to make the pilgrimage without 
a boat, awesome snorkeling can be found by foot. Half the fun is getting there.   
	 Fun Fact: “In a joint effort by NASA, the Department of the Interior and the 
Navy, Tektite was anchored in 50’ on the seafloor in Greater Lameshur Bay. In 1969, 
four “aquanauts” spent two months being monitored by behavioral specialists 
for the psychological effects of extended isolation and the physiological results of 
breathing compressed air. Divers visiting the site will find a varied terrain of coral-
encrusted tunnels, caves and ledges. Tarpon, squid, triggerfish, mackerel and small 
reef fish thrive here.”   
	 Wednesday, December 29, we dove Little St. James and Johns Folly which are 
located between St. Thomas and St. John, visibility for all dives was not ‘the best’ 
I’ve seen in the Caribbean, but far better than any local bay dive in 2010 bar none. 
Average depth was 60FSW for 50min. in 73° water with 30’ viz. taking in the sights 
of reefs, caves and crevices, and limited aqua life; however I did my deepest dive to 
date, and saw my first small octopus.
Chris Weedon

The Weedons 
dive St. John

Show 
Time

Images from The Wreck 
& Recreation Dive Show 
and RISAA Show

Top: Ryan, Connie and Andy Dolan 
at the RISAA Show this past March.

Below: Ryan and Ed yak it up.

Clockwise: Connie polishes up her 
“OCA ambassador” skills at The 
Wreck & Recreation Dive Show last 
November. Janet minds her booth 
of beautiful photography while Jim 
intices a few onlookers.
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